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Package preserving Michigan’s waters reported out of committee 

 
LANSING – A package of bills to preserve the Great Lakes is on its way to the Senate floor, said 
Sen. Patty Birkholz, chair of the Senate Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs 
Committee.  
 

Senate Bills 850-852, 854 and 857 are designed to put in place a comprehensive plan regulating 
the use of groundwater. This would avoid creating a water crisis in the future and help preserve 
the Great Lakes for future generations. 
 
“This legislation meets the needs of all water users in the state and allows them to continue 
using our groundwater without being burdened unnecessarily,” said Birkholz, R-Saugatuck 
Township. “We have worked long and hard on this and I’m pleased to say an agreement has 
been reached. I look forward to seeing these bills pass both chambers and signed by the 
governor.” 
 
The package will: 

o Put in place a system to manage significant new water withdrawals that have the 
potential to impact our water and water-dependent natural resources; 

o Implement an interim standard that will provide protections for key designated trout 
streams by defining critical zones around the streams; 

o Develop an easy-to-use model to replace the interim standard that will allow a user to 
click on a map and determine if water use will cause an adverse impact; 

o Implement a permitting program for only the largest water users in the state; and 

o Authorize the creation of groups of water users to work with the DEQ in crafting water 
plans that resolve water use problems before adverse impacts occur. 

 
 

“We have a wide range of support for this legislation, including the DEQ, MUCC, Farm Bureau, 
Trout Unlimited, Chamber of Commerce, among others,” Birkholz said. “We appreciate that the 
DEQ has made crafting this package a priority and are excited to have the administration’s 
support.” 
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